
While I do refer to particular poems and picture books in the course, most of the reading and book-
related exercises you do will be based on your own book choices. In addition to the daily assignment 
sheets, I suggest reading at least one collection of poetry every day - they're short! Besides immersing 
you in poetic language and showing you poetic techniques in action, daily poetry reading will help you 
discover your likes and dislikes, which may in turn help steer you in certain directions with your own 
writing.
	

Poetry 
• Anthologies  – The best way to get a great overview of children's poetry is to read 

anthologies and picture book collections. I’ve listed a few below. The Prelutsky, Kennedy, 
Hoberman, and Lewis anthologies contain both contemporary and classic poems. 

o Any anthology edited by Lee Bennett Hopkins  

o National Geographic Book of Animal Poetry, ed. J. Patrick Lewis 

o National Geographic Book of Nature Poetry, ed. J. Patrick Lewis 

o National Geographic The Poetry of US, ed. J. Patrick Lewis 

o The Poetry Friday Anthologies, ed. Janet Wong and Sylvia Vardell 

o Forget-Me-Nots: Poems to Learn by Heart, ed. Mary Ann Hoberman 

o The Random House Book of Poetry for Children, ed. Jack Prelutsky 

o Poems to Learn by Heart, ed. Caroline Kennedy  

• Collections – for this course, I recommend a LARGE selection of books by any or all of the 
following poets. The books indicated are just suggestions to get you started. 

o Joyce Sidman 

o J. Patrick Lewis 

o Marilyn Singer 

o Nikki Grimes 

o Alice Schertle 

o Amy Ludwig VanDerwater – Forest Has a Song; With My Hands 

o Douglas Florian 

o Laura Purdie Salas 

o David L. Harrison 

o Janet Wong 
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o Anything by NCTE Poetry Award winners: Valerie Worth, Karla Kuskin, Myra Cohn 
Livingston, David McCord, Eve Merriam, Aileen Fisher, X.J. Kennedy, etc. 

o Anything nominated for the CYBILS Awards 

o Anything on these book lists compiled by children's poetry scholar Sylvia Vardell. 

▪ Poetry collections pubished in 2019, 2018, 2017, 2016, 2015 

▪ These lists and those after 2019 and before 2015 can be found on the 
homepage of Sylvia’s blog Poetry for Children. 

• Websites 

o Poetry Minute – a daily children’s poem by established poets 

o The Poem Farm by Amy Ludwig Vanderwater – weekly poems and writing prompts 

o Writing the World for Kids by Laura Purdie Salas – 15 Words or Less writing prompt 
every Thursday. 

o No Water River by Renée M. LaTulippe – poetry videos by a vast range of guest poets 

o Poetry Friday – a weekly meme in which children's poetry fans post poems on their 
blogs, either original or by other poets. You can find the schedule in the sidebar on my 
homepage. Just click through the links each Friday to discover lovely poetic things. 

Picture Books 
• Gather a generous selection of your favorite rhyming and prose picture books to refer to 

throughout the course. Please include the following books among your choices as I will refer 
to them as mentor texts: 

• The Gruffalo by Julia Donaldson 

• Bear Snores On by Karma Wilson 

• Owl Moon by Jane Yolen 

• Once Upon a Northern Night by Jean E. Pendziwol 

Craft Books 
• Poem-Making: Ways to Begin Writing Poetry by Myra Cohn Livingston
• Out of print, but available used. This classic book is meant for teaching kids about poetry, but it is an 

eminently useful and easy-to-read guide to understanding the mechanics of poetry that even adults will 
find valuable.

• Getting the Knack: 20 Poetry Writing Exercises by Stephen Dunning and William Stafford.
• An easy introduction to poetic forms, each chapter presents a different form (acrostic, sonnet, etc.) and 

a step-by-step guide to writing it, with examples of finished poems in the given form.
• In the Palm of Your Hand: The Poet's Portable Workshop by Steve Kowit
• The Ode Less Traveled: Unlocking the Poet Within by Stephen Fry
• Poemcrazy: Freeing Your Life with Words by Susan Goldsmith Woolridge
• A Poetry Handbook by Mary Oliver
• Rules for the Dance: A Handbook for Writing and Reading Metrical Verse by Mary Oliver

Rhyming Dictionaries 
• The Complete Rhyming Dictionary by Clement Wood
• Merriam-Webster’s Rhyming Dictionary
• The New Comprehensive American Rhyming Dictionary by Sue Young
• Nothing Rhymes With Orange by Bessie Redfield and Hope Vestergaard
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http://www.ncte.org/awards/poetry
http://www.cybils.com/2013-nominations-poetry.html
https://poetryforchildren.blogspot.com/2019/01/sneak-peek-for-poetry-friday-2019.html
https://poetryforchildren.blogspot.com/2018/01/sneak-peek-list-for-2018.html
http://poetryforchildren.blogspot.com/2017/01/sneak-peek-list-for-2017.html
http://poetryforchildren.blogspot.com/2016/01/sneak-peek-list-for-2016.html
http://poetryforchildren.blogspot.com/2015/01/sneak-peek-list-of-poetry-for-young.html
http://poetryforchildren.blogspot.com/
http://www.poetryminute.org/
http://www.poemfarm.amylv.com/
http://www.laurasalas.com/blog/
https://laurasalas.com/15-words-or-less-poems-guidelines/
http://www.nowaterriver.com/
https://www.nowaterriver.com/what-is-poetry-friday/
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0060240199/ref=nosim/kristingeorgesch
http://www.amazon.com/Getting-Knack-Poetry-Writing-Exercises/dp/0814118488/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1383819062&sr=1-1&keywords=Getting+the+Knack%253A+20+Poetry+Writing+Exercises
http://www.amazon.com/Palm-Your-Hand-Portable-Workshop/dp/0884481492/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1395842510&sr=1-1&keywords=in+the+palm+of+your+hand
http://www.amazon.com/Ode-Less-Travelled-Unlocking-Within-ebook/dp/B000Q360EG/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1395842461&sr=1-1&keywords=ode+less+traveled
http://www.amazon.com/Poemcrazy-Freeing-Your-Life-Words/dp/0609800981/ref=tmm_pap_title_0?ie=UTF8&qid=1383819128&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.com/Poetry-Handbook-Mary-Oliver/dp/0156724006/ref=sr_1_3?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1395842425&sr=1-3&keywords=rules+for+the+dance
http://www.amazon.com/Rules-Dance-Handbook-Writing-Metrical/dp/039585086X/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1395842376&sr=1-1&keywords=rules+for+the+dance
http://www.amazon.com/The-Complete-Rhyming-Dictionary-Including/dp/0440212057/ref=pd_sim_b_2?ie=UTF8&refRID=0CDH8X2EVKEKXAH2NWMN
http://www.amazon.com/Merriam-Websters-Rhyming-Dictionary-Merriam-Webster-ebook/dp/B007PUSZ4Q/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1395842915&sr=1-1&keywords=Merriam-Webster%25E2%2580%2599s+Rhyming+Dictionary
http://www.amazon.com/New-Comprehensive-American-Rhyming-Dictionary/dp/0380713926/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1395842814&sr=1-1&keywords=sue+young
http://www.amazon.com/Nothing-Rhymes-Orange-Perfect-Songwriters/dp/0399534652/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1395842861&sr=1-1&keywords=nothing+rhymes+with+orange


• Scholastic Rhyming Dictionary by Sue Young
• Webster's Compact Rhyming Dictionary

Internet Resources 
• At No Water River: 

o Big List of Children’s Poets – contemporary poets worth a look 

o Big List of Poetic Forms – links to other sites 

o Big List of Poetic Terms – links to other sites 

• RhymeZone – online rhyming dictionary 

• A Penny and Her Jots by Penny Parker Klostermann – extensive poetry resources page 

This list of resources is part of the online writing course THE LYRICAL LANGUAGE LAB: Punching Up Prose 
with Poetry and is copyrighted intellectual property. No portion of this publication may be shared or reproduced 

by any means, including duplicating, photocopying, electronic, mechanical, email, recording, the World Wide 
Web, or otherwise. 

Samples and excerpts used in the course are the sole property of and copyrighted by the  
credited authors. 

Copyright © 2014-2019 Renée M. LaTulippe. All rights reserved.  
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http://www.amazon.com/Scholastic-Rhyming-Dictionary-Sue-Young/dp/0590963937/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1395842715&sr=1-1&keywords=scholastic+rhyming+dictionary+sue+young
http://www.amazon.com/Websters-Rhyming-Dictionary-Merriam-Webster/dp/1596951125/ref=pd_sim_b_5?ie=UTF8&refRID=153SJ2QTJQ9GFYC8CVCE
http://www.nowaterriver.com/resources/big-list-of-childrens-poets/
http://www.nowaterriver.com/resources/big-list-of-poetic-forms/
http://www.nowaterriver.com/resources/big-list-of-poetic-terms/
http://www.rhymezone.com/
http://pennyklostermann.com/poetry-resources/

